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Our vision is a world where every person’s right to a fair trial is
respected, whatever their nationality, wherever they are accused.
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“Our programme of reform is
guided by a single clear priority:
to rebalance the criminal justice
system in favour of the victim
and the community so as to
reduce crime and bring more
offenders to justice.”

(2002, ‘Justice for All’ White Paper)
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“Aileen Wuornos was both
victim and perpetrator.
She is not unique in this
dual identity: many girls
and women-and boys and
men-are first victims and
then become

perpetrators.”

— Abbe Smith, The "Monster" in All of
Us: When Victims Become
Perpetrators
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o R Rape victims’ human rights are being infringed by the Crown Prosecution
HOME » NEWS » UENEWS Service handing defence lawyers too much information about their injuries and
treatment, a watchdog has said.

Politics Investipations | Obits Education @ Earth | Science

'Battered' wife wins murder case plea

Ev David Graves

Z:01AM GMT 08 Jan 2002

15May 2014

A WOHA THE HUFFINGTON POST

r-::af:gr:lrr;g:jttn[ @l]c Ncw ﬁﬂfk @1‘“‘[@5 UNITED KINGDOM

Commissic

JIIISEIII'IiI'IE Thursday, May 15, 2014 Today's Paper Perscnalize Your Weather Domestic Violence Victims Are 'Let

of murderi : :

surferedy. Youth Who Won Abuse Suit Is Held in Daughter's Killing | Down’ By Police, Report Shows

recommen The Hufington Post UK | Posted: 270032014 05:53 GMT | Updsted: 27052014 0859 GMT =
By ABBY GOODNCOUGH; Temry Aguayo contributed reporting from Miami for this article, and Yudi Pineiro from Morth Miami.
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:re E_r_ !::ut n At 16, Yusimil Herrera won a suit against Florida's child welfare ageney for churning her

sifrn ad\rznn-l';l through foster homes where she said she was beaten, slapped, kicked and sexually abused fron
the time she was 2. At 19, Ms. Herrera, a plucky voung woman with dark, thick curls, had not

he ':':';'m seen any of the $2.2 million jury award and had drifted in and out of homelessness.

suspecter

and =aid v On Sunday, Ms. Herrera, now 20, was arrested on charges of severely beating her own young

Court. daughter in their North Miami apartment. Eight months pregnant with her second babw, she

A hearing stands accused of the same cruelty that plagued her own childhood and made her a compelling

hushand ; Svmbol of the system's deepest failings.
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Norfolk, of e police found Ms. Herrera's daughter, Angel Hope Herrera, 3, lving unresponsive in the EaEsEa :y secea3a

ha]lway outside her mother's apartment S‘L'I.Ildﬂ}-' afternoon, with black and blue marks on her FOLLOW: Domastic Wiokenca, Hmic, Mstropoiitan Polica, Polica, UK NEUYS, Violanca Lgainst Woman, YVETTE

stomach, chest, arms and legs, according to the police report. She was airlifted to Jackson FOOPER LK tiame

zands of domestic violence victims are being failed by peolice forces

) z England and Wales due to "alarming and unacceptable weakneszes”
SpOkES‘WC‘maIl said. in the way cases are investigated, inzpectors have found.

Memorial Hospital, where she was pronounced dead Tuesday afternoon, a hospital

Ms. Herrera, now charged with first-degree murder, was being held without bail at the Miami- In @ damning report, Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC)
R . K zaid only eight cut of the 43 forces responded well to domestic abuse and
Dade Women's Detention Center. the most vulnerable victims faced a “lotterv” in the wayv their complaints

were handled.

Poor attitudes, ineffective training and inadequate evidence-gathering
were all heavily criticised by the watchdog, which has called for an
urgent overhaul of the response to domestic abuse - from frontline officers
up to police chiefs.
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likewise those who offend at 12 are likely to
become victims of crime by 15.”

Smith & McAra, Young offenders and victims of crime are often the same
people, 2003
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UNODC - Working Group on Trafficking of Persons

“Trafficked persons are currently
prosecuted for crimes committed during
their period of victimization.”
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Dubai sentences Norwegian woman who
reported rape

e NORWEGIAN NATIONAL

3 2
Marte Deborah Dalelv says she is "very nervous and tense” but remains hopeful
she can overturn the sentence on appeal

A Nerwegian woman has spoken out about the 16-month prison Related Stori
sentence she received in Dubai after reporting a rape incident to Sl daones

police.
Couple win Dubai car

Interior designer Marte Deborah Dalelv was on a business trip in Dubai sex appeal
when she says she was raped. Dubai kissing Britons



FAIR TRIALS
INTERNATIONAL

In order to participate in the criminal justice

process and make informed decisions about their
engagement with the system, victims need infor-
mation on what their rights are and what services
they can access. Right to information is therefore
one of the most important rights in the aftermath
of crime.

&5 a minimum, victims should be informed of all

L = g FAIR TRIALS activities and decisions made in their case. They
Bepeen INTERNATIONAL

Improving defence rights in Europe: the right to information in criminal
oroceadinas

The Roadmap's second law safeguards the right to
information in criminal proceedings (Directive
20121 3/EU). Adopted in May 2012, it comes into
force in June 2014, so every EU country must put it
into national law by that time.

Unfortunately, protection for basic defence rights
varies greatly across the EU, and the basis for this
trust is lacking. The Directive is a huge step forward in
ensuring that people amested in the EU are provided
with key information about basic legal rights and the
charges against them, without which they cannot
prepare effectively for trial.

Fair Trials International's casework shows the
importance of giving suspects information about their
legal and procedural rights and about the case
against them. This is an essential element of a fair
trial.
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"There are no winners or
losers, only pursuit of the
truth. Today's verdict has
only stopped further
injustice and a possible
gross miscarriage of
justice... I can finally

return home and begin

building my life again.”

Andrew Symeou



“For someone arrested thousands
of miles from home, the obstacles
to a fair trial are enormous: you do
not speak the local language, are
ignorant of your rights and have no
local contacts to support you.”

“Fair Trials International helps
defend the fair trial rights of
people in this terrifying
predicament. We provide referrals,
assistance and information to
people arrested outside their own
country and do not charge for any
of the support we provide.”
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“Victims of crime are entitled to support,
protection and compensation
irrespective of where in the EU they live
or where the crime was committed.
However, many victims are still left to
fend for themselves in the aftermath of
crime. Victims in cross-border cases face
additional challenges based on language
barriers, lack of supporting social
networks and unfamiliarity with the
applicable criminal justice system”

(@) Victim Support Europe
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“Following the adoption of the European legislation,
it is now time to ensure that rights are accessible in
practice for victims across Europe”

(@) Victim Support Europe
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http://www.fairtrials.org/

