
Our vision is a world where every person’s right to a fair trial is 
respected, whatever their nationality, wherever they are accused. 



 

“Our programme of reform is 
guided by a single clear priority: 
to rebalance the criminal justice 
system in favour of the victim 
and the community so as to 
reduce crime and bring more 
offenders to justice.”  
 
(2002, ‘Justice for All’ White Paper) 



“ Being a victim of crime by 

the age of 12 is one of the 
strongest indicators that a 
child will offend by 15, 
likewise those who offend 
at 12 are likely to become 
victims of crime by 15.”  

 Smith & McAra, Young offenders and 
victims of crime are often the same 
people, 2003 

 

“Abused or neglected 
girls are 73% more 
likely than other girls 
and women to be 
arrested for property, 
drug, and alcohol 
crimes, and also at 
increased risk of arrest 
for violent crimes as 
juveniles and adults.” 
Widom & Maxfield. National 
Institute of Justice, An Update on 
the Cycle of Violence 



• “Aileen Wuornos was both 
victim and perpetrator. 
She is not unique in this 
dual identity: many girls 
and women-and boys and 
men-are first victims and 
then become 
perpetrators.” 
– Abbe Smith, The "Monster" in All of 

Us: When Victims Become 
Perpetrators 

 

 

Charlize Theron, not Aileen Wuornos 





“ Being a victim of crime by the age of 12 is one of 

the strongest indicators that a child will offend by 
15, likewise those who offend at 12 are likely to 
become victims of crime by 15.”  

  

 Smith & McAra, Young offenders and victims of crime are often the same 
people, 2003 

 



“ My head was wrapped 
with plastic bags, my 
hands still cuffed, my neck 
still compressed as they 
rained down blows on my 
head and stomach. For the 
first three days in 
detention, I was 
interrogated and tortured 
for refusing to sign the 
police investigation 
report.”  

 
– Syamsu Arifin, Torture victim, 

Indonesia. 



UNODC - Working Group on Trafficking of Persons 
 

“Trafficked persons are currently 

prosecuted for crimes committed during 

their period of victimization.” 
 







"There are no winners or 

losers, only pursuit of the 

truth. Today's verdict has 

only stopped further 

injustice and a possible 

gross miscarriage of 

justice... I can finally 

return home and begin 

building my life again.” 

Andrew Symeou 

 

 



“Victims of crime are entitled to support, 
protection and compensation 
irrespective of where in the EU they live 
or where the crime was committed. 
However, many victims are still left to 
fend for themselves in the aftermath of 
crime. Victims in cross-border cases face 
additional challenges based on language 
barriers, lack of supporting social 
networks and unfamiliarity with the 
applicable criminal justice system” 
 

“For someone arrested thousands 
of miles from home, the obstacles 
to a fair trial are enormous: you do 
not speak the local language, are 
ignorant of your rights and have no 
local contacts to support you.”  
 
“Fair Trials International helps 
defend the fair trial rights of 
people in this terrifying 
predicament. We provide referrals, 
assistance and information to 
people arrested outside their own 
country and do not charge for any 
of the support we provide.” 
 
 





“Following the adoption of the European legislation, 
it is now time to ensure that rights are accessible in 
practice for victims across Europe” 
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www.fairtrials.org 
 
 

Twitter.com/fairtrials  

http://www.fairtrials.org/

